
Pancreatic Cysts – Incidental (ACR guidance for managing incidental pancreatic cysts on 
CT or MRI) 
 
This module reflects updated recommendations for managing incidentally-detected pancreatic 
cystic lesions (from an article published in JACR in July, 2017, updated from 2010). There have 
been significant changes from the prior version, including recommendations for extended periods 
of follow-up and altered algorithms for intervention.  
 
The module integrates information from five flowcharts and provides the structure for entering 
data, including patient’s age, cyst size and features, the results of prior fine needle aspiration by 
endoscopic ultrasound, growth and several other factors. The module primarily specifies 
recommendations for follow-up and management based on observations when cysts are first 
recognized, although information on the definition and importance of growth is also provided. 
Recommendations for subsequent follow-up or intervention require reference to the article. 
 
Reference: 
• Megibow A, Baker M, Morgan D, Kamel I, Sahani D, Newman E, Brugge W, Berland L, 

Pandharipande P. Management of Incidental Pancreatic Cysts: A White Paper of the 
American College of Radiology Incidental Findings Committee. J Am Coll Radiol 
2017;14:911-923. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacr.2017.03.010. (Updated from JACR 
2010;7:754-773.) 

	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	



	
	
	

	
	



	

	
	
	
	

	


