
Renal Lesion 2017 (ACR guidance for incidentally detected renal cysts or masses identified 
on CT) 
 
This module reflects updated recommendations for managing incidentally-detected renal cysts 
and masses (from an article published in JACR in February, 2018, updated from 2010). Factors 
affecting recommendations include size, attenuation and enhancement, homogeneity, complexity 
and growth. The increased role of biopsy since the prior white paper is addressed. Follow-up 
regimens and the type of further examinations are discussed. Five inter-related flowcharts are 
now used, to account for incidental findings detected on scans without and with IV contrast, for 
various features and for both cystic and solid masses. The module provides guidance primarily 
for initial follow-up. Recommendations for subsequent follow-up or intervention require 
reference to the article. 
 
Reference: 
• Herts BR, et al. Management of the Incidental Renal Mass on CT: A White Paper of the 

ACR Incidental Findings Committee. J Am Coll Radiol. 2018 Feb;15(2):264-273. (Updated 
from JACR 2010;7:754-773.) 

	
	
	

	



	







	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	



	


